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SUMMARY 

 

The artistic work of my doctoral thesis is to record the following works on a CD: 

 

Ludomir Różycki - Sonata in a minor op. 10 for cello and piano 

Karol Szymanowski - Six love songs of Hafiz op. 24 for voice and piano 

Grzegorz Fitelberg - Romances sans paroles op. 11 for violin and piano 

Mieczysław Karłowicz - Impromptu for violin and piano 

Apolinary Szeluto - Five preludes op. 6 for piano 

 

The description of artistic work is a characteristic of the phenomenon of the  

neo-romantic and expressionist style in the works of the above-mentioned composers, based 

on the interpretation study of the recorded works for the purpose of establishment of their 

artistic vision. 

The choice of authorship of the recorded and described works includes the selected 

works of eminent composers of the Young Poland period, who became the precursors of the 

Polish modernist direction. The great chamber form, two cyclical forms and two miniatures 

were subjected to a thorough analysis, necessary for the selection and determination of the 

analogies and discrepancies deciding about the performance aesthetics, as well as for the 

purpose of isolation of characteristic details of each artist’s individual sound language. 

The structure of the work consists of four chapters. The first chapter presents broadly 

understood Polish music at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries in the context of the 

prevailing political and cultural situation. It describes the main stylistic currents occurring in 



Polish music against the background of European music. It defines the semantic and area 

range of the leading modernist trends - neo-romanticism and its declining phase - 

expressionism. The second chapter describes the genesis and the idea of  establishment of 

the Polish Young Composers' Publishing Company, operating under the patronage of 

Władysław Lubomirski. The creative profiles of all individuals of the Young Poland were 

presented, at the same time sketching the picture of the specificity of their achievements. The 

third chapter is a study of the interpretation of the presented works for the purpose of a 

precise definition of neo-romantic and expressionist sound structures. It contains formal 

analysis, determination of the hierarchy of sound plans and textural structures, and, 

consequently, the selection of appropriate means of expression. It shows the significance of a 

poetic text in a song for voice and piano as an essential carrier of the content deciding about 

the shaping of the phrase plasticity and creating the dramaturgy of a work. The fourth 

chapter is a summary and synthesis of the separated elements of sound material deciding 

about the performance logic and the interpretative shape of a work. 


